



























































-sndeed that it is in actual process of formation—who could readily
float a loan of say, £100,000,000, and this sum would be ample
to buy out all-Turkish rights in Palestine, and organise a big
scheme for transporting Jews to the ancient seat of their nation.
Palestine, Mr. Holman Hunt thinks, is bound to become once
more the cradle of the Jewish nation; and, if the Great Powers
fapprove, the Holy Land will fall like a ripe pear into Jewish
palms,  And why should not the Great Powers approve? To
create a Jewish Belgium in the East—a state that is guaranteed
by the Great Powers,—would be to create a centre of orderand
stability in a realm which is to-day a mere-cave of the winds. An
authority like Sir Samuel Montague supports Mr: Holman Hunt’s
views, and thinks that to inhabit Palestine i3 an aspiration that
‘may simply be said to form part and parcel of the Jewish race,
Events, he adds, are working towards- the accompbishment of that
golden dream. What a gain to the world’s peace it would be if
the Jews, who dwell in all lands but belong to none, who are the
gipsies of the world, a nation without a home, ‘a common

. language, or an acknowledged government, could be set up in

“business as a nation for themselves on the ancient seat of their

race! As a malter of fact, the Jews, under the artion of some un-

known force, or as if in oledience to some mysterious signal, are
drifting bacl: to Palestine. Tiny colonies of Jewish agriculturists
are springing up cverywhere; and, after an absence of two
thousand years, the Jew may once more be seen ploughing the
so0il of his fatherland.” -

- The editor of the Argus expresses the opinion that Mr. '

Holman Hunt’s scheme will prove ‘a merely air-drawn
vision.”” ‘But thisis the mere expression of a private opinion;
it in no way invalidates the fact that such a scheme is in
dgitation amongst people whohave the- power to carry it out.
Still less does it interfere with the.fact, of which -the-editor of
the Argus-is probably ignorant” or tnbelieving; that the time
has arrived for the success‘of some moyemént thdt will place
Israel again in their :land in®a partjal ‘way,-in' preparation for
the stupendous revolution connectéd withrArmagéddon;

~ Men who have 'né ‘fiith in the revealed’ purposés of God
naturally look at current “affairs with different impressions and
calculations from those -who take revelation into account.
Time will show, as it. has shewn in countless instances in the
past, that the merely human: point of view is the ephemeral
misleading point of -view in-such matters, and that human
affairs do, and must, andi will, work out in the shape- before
appointed by Him who has maddeall things for Himself -

- That the contingency of -Christ’s re-appearing ‘should- be
involved in such- perfectly natural movements: may:seem a
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fantastic absurdity in the eyes of those who judge these affairs,

apart from the Bible. Vet some principles are acknowledged:
by them that ought at least to disarm the strong prejudice with-
which the coming of Christ is regarded. I saw the other day’
that a newspaper editor was preparing his readers for the
possible occurrence of anything. His text was the recently-
announced discovery of a method by which concealed objects

can be photographed through the fl $ i <s
e Photogr p gh the flesh. Some of his remarks

THE PRESENT WONDERFUL AGE,
“The age of slow-moving and drab-coloured life is gone for
ever. 'The moments are packed with incident. -Ever; sort.of
human interest grows strangely vivid, Something is ‘happenin’lcr g
at every moment and in every realm open to human knowledee.
Politics certainly grow.breathless, Thrice within the last three
mor‘lths., for example, Great Britain has been ‘on the point of war.
Africa is aflame. English troops are marching once more on the
Nile. - Italy has an army of 40,000 strong in Abyssinia. Japanin
the Far East, and King Menclik in Abyssinia, arc examples of the
new forces and personages which are quickening the pulse of the
world’s politics. In science.we have the new photography ; in
sgcml affairs, the new woman+ in exploration, Dr, I\fansen ’and'
}:i}}ﬁged discovery of the North Pole; in mechanical science
¢ translation of Niagara into foot pounds of saleable enerﬂy’
&c. No one can tell at what moment, or from what quart%r,
there may not .break upon us some startling vision, Mr.
Maxim may teach us how to fly, or Mr. Edison how to travel '
through air or water by electricity.  Chemistry may giye us a
new weapon that shall make and unmake kingdoms, or a new "
and costless food which will revolutionise’ commerce, a new
illuminant which will ruin all the’ gas companies, or a new’
form of mechanical energy which will treble the working power
of the world. ~ Science may suddenly give us a new m?adicine
which will blot out half the diseasés of the race and widen the
very term of human life. Or it may spell out sone new syllable
in the great grammar of natural law, and make a’'discovery as
fruitful as Newton’s discovery of the law of gravitation. Any-
thing, in a word, is possible, and-possible at any moment.”
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Now, if “anything is possible at any moment,” \;fhy not the
coming of Christ ? I mean from the newspaper point of view ?
It is degrading the subjcct ‘to make a plea for it on so low a
ground ; but this is a time when fools must be answered
according to their folly. It does seem extraordinary.that.while
clever natural obscrvers are prepared to admit the possibility
of unknown, unanticipated, and imptobable things, they should







